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AUDITOR’S  REPORT. 


e ♦ « 

Report  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  the  Town  of  Brimfield, 
for  the  year  ending  March  17,  1877. 


1876.  FOR  REPAIRS  OF  HIGHWAYS. 


April 

3, 

Paid  Wm.  H.  Sherman,  repairs  in  1875, 

$7  00 

April 

3, 

John  S.  Needham,  repairs  in  1875, 

2 40 

April 

3, 

N.  S.  Hubbard,  repairs  in  1875, 

3 20 

April 

3, 

Josiah  Stebbins,  repairs  in  1875, 

26  28 

May 

1, 

William  H.  Shaw,  repairs  in  1875, 

, 3 00 

Juno 

5, 

A.  S.  Prouty,  repairs  in  1875, 

9 00 

July 

3, 

John  C.  Spring,  repairs  in  1875, 

1 80 

Aug. 

7, 

James  B.  Brown,  repairs  in  1875, 

2 40 

Nov. 

Jonathan  Griffin, 

13  75 

Jan. 

Porter  A.  Parker, 

3 50 

March  5, 

.1.  T.  Brown, 

2 50 

$74  83 


1876. 

HIGHWAY  SURVEYORS. 

May 

1,  Paid  A.  C.  Bennett, 

$45  00 

June 

5, 

A.  C.  Bennett, 

76  75 

July 

3,  ■ 

A.  C.  Bennett, 

27  50 

Sept. 

4, 

A.  C.  Bennett, 

37  50 

Oct. 

2» 

A.  C.  Bennett, 

12  40 

Nov. 

6, 

A.  C.  Bennett, 

7 50 

1877. 

Mar. 


5, 


A.  C.  Bennett, 


3 15 


$209  80 
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May  1, 

Paid  Wilbur  G.  Parker, 

$8  20 

Aug.  7, 

Wilbur  G.  Parker, 

G6  75 

Oct.  2, 

Wilbur  G.  Parker, 

76  95 

Nov.  • 6, 

Wilbur  G.  Parker, 

30  25 

Doc.  4, 

Wilbur  G.  Parker, 

25  00 

8207  15 

May  1, 

Paid  Alfred  Lumbard, 

$39  19 

June  5, 

Alfred  Lumbard, 

43  87 

Sept.  4, 

Alfred  Lumbard, 

40  56 

Nov.  6, 

Alfred  Lumbard, 

30  80 

8154  42 

May  1,  Paid  Austin  Woodard, 

864  27 

Aug.  7, 

Austin  Woodard, 

21  90 

886  17 

June  5, 

Paid  Milo  S.  Booth, 

$112  00 

6, 

Milo  S.  Booth, 

26  10 

$138  10 

May  1,  Paid  N.  S.  Hubbard, 

$79  07 

June  5, 

N.  S.  Hubbard, 

36  53 

July  3, 

N.  S.  Hubbard, 

24  30 

Sept.  4, 

N.  S.  Hubbard, 

22  75 

1877. 

March  5, 

N.  S.  Hubbard, 

4 75 

8167  40 

Aug.  7, 

Paid  T.  J.  Morgan, 

$104  90 

Dec.  4, 

T.  J.  Morgan, 

3 74 

1877. 

Jan.  1, 

T.  J.  Morgan, 

1 93 

8110  59 

May  1,  Paid  N.  S.  Powers, 

$13  00 

Sept.  4, 

N.  S.  Powers, 

24  00 

Feb.  5, 
1877. 

N.  S.  Powers, 

3 95 

Mar.  17, 

N.  S.  Powers, 

56  51 

897  46 

Total, 


81,245  92 
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FOR  SUPPORT  OF  BRIDGES. 


May  1, 

Paid  W.  G.  Parker, 

$28  94 

Aug.  7, 

T.  J.  Morgan, 

4 07 

Aug.  7, 

E.  B.  Webber, 

17  50 

Sept.  4, 

N.  S.  Hubbard, 

86  80 

Oct.  2, 

P.  A.  Parker, 

15  13 

Oct.  2, 

James  B.  Brown, 

7 70 

Oct.  2, 

II.  A.  Webber,  for  plank, 

60  21 

Nov.  C, 

E.  B.  & II.  A.  Webber, 

10  00  * 

Dec.  4, 

B.  G.  Webster, 

27  00 

Dec.  4, 
1877. 

T.  J.  Morgan, 

39  22 

March  5, 

J.  T.  Brown, 

1 60 

Mar.  17, 

Town  of  Palmer, 

Total, 

FOR  SNOW  PATHS. 

83  82 

$331  99 

June  5,  Paid  Alfred  Lumbard, 

SI  15 

Jan.  1, 

Alfred  Lumbard, 

39  15 

Feb.  5, 

Alfred  Lumbard, 

101  04 

March  5, 

Alfred  Lumbard, 

59  45 

S200  79 

Feb.  5,  Paid  W.  G.  Parker, 

$50  90 

Mar.  5, 

W.  G.  Parker, 

13  43 

$64  33 

Feb.  5, 

Paid  Thomas  J.  Morgan, 

$49  56 

Mar.  5, 

Thomas  J.  Morgan, 

22  65 

Mar.  10, 

Thomas  J.  Morgan, 

1 60 

$73  81 

Feb.  5,  Paid  N.  S.  Hubbard, 

43  23 

Mar.  5, 

N.  S.  Hubbaid, 

50  66 

$93  89 

Feb.  5, 

M.  S.  Booth, 

66  94 

66  94 

Mar.  5, 

A.  C.  Bennett, 

72  04 

72  04 

Mar.  5, 

Austin  Woodard, 

46  76 

46  76 

Mar.  5, 

R.  T.  Gleason, 

1 00 

1 00 

Total, 


$619  56 


G 


FOR  OFFICERS’  SALARIES. 


SELECTMEN. 

Paid  N.  S.  Hubbard,  for  1875, 

$11 

26 

1877. 
Mar.  17, 

J.  B.  Brown, 

27 

87 

Mar.  17, 

P.  A.  Parker, 

13 

75 

ASSESSORS. 

Paid  S.  W.  Brown, 

$29 

25 

Oct.  2, 

Cheney  Newton, 

30 

10 

Dec.  4, 

G.  M.  Hitchcock, 

18 

52 

SCnOOL  COMMITTEE. 

1876. 


July 

3, 

Paid  Rev.  W.  K.  Pierce,  for  1875, 

$25 

00 

Aug. 

7, 

II.  F.  Brown,  for  1875, 

18 

00 

1877. 
Mar.  10, 

Ellen  P.  Shaw, 

14 

00 

AUDITING  COMMITTEE. 

Aug. 

7, 

Paid  H.  F.  Brown, 

10 

00 

Feb. 

5, 

Oscar  F.  Brown, 

4 

00 

William  II.  Sherman,  for  1875, 

6 

00 

1877. 

Jan. 

5, 

G.  H.  Upham,  sealer  of  weights 

and  care  of  Selectmen’s  room. 

12 

00 

Mar. 

5, 

Cheney  Newton,  Collector,  1875, 

46 

00 

F.  E.  Cook,  service  warrants. 

10 

00 

George  Bacon,  services  as  sexton,- 

86 

80 

$392  55 

UNUSUAL  EXPENSES. 


Aug.  7,  Paid  H.  F.  Brown,  expenses  to  Bos- 


ton, 

$6  00 

Sept. 

4, 

Alfred  Lombard,  railing, 

7 30 

Oct. 

2, 

G.  H.  Upham,  work  on  drain. 

8 00 

Oct. 

2, 

A.  C.  Bennett,  railing, 

8 87 

Oct. 

2, 

J.  N.  Buxton,  railing, 

65  03 

Oct. 

2, 

N.  S.  Hubbard,  railing. 

3 00 
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1877. 

Jan.  1,  Paid  A.  L.  Converse,  State  Aid  ad- 
vanced, 

Jan.  1,  S.  \V.  Brown,  expenses  to  Bos- 
ton, 

Mar.  5,  J.  T.  Brown,  drain  pipe, 


86  00 

10  20 
8 40 

$197  80 


FOR  SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS. 

Expenses,  including  only  wages,  board,  fuel  for  and  care  of  the  fires 
and  school-houses,  for  the  year  ending  March  17,  1877  : 


NAMES  OF  TEACHERS 

No.  of  School. 

Waces, 

Summer  Term. 

Wages, 
Fall  Term. 

Wages, 
Winter  Term. 

Cost  of 
Fuel. 

Cost  of  Care 
of  Houses. 

Total. 

Augusta  II.  Noyes, 

1 

.^■69  75 

$00  00 

$00  00 

$24  74 

$14  50  i 

Ellen  P.  Sliaw, 

1 

00  00 

69  75 

99  00 

S 

$277  74 

Julia  Blaslifield, 

2 

09  75 

69  75 

102  00 

21  25 

8 00' 

270  75 

Ella  J.  Blodgett, 

3 

63  00 

63  00 

O J 00 

13  50 

2 50  i 

t 

J.  H.  Goodhue, 

3 

00  00 

00  00 

90  00 

( 

i 

232  00 

U.  J.  Shaw, 

4 

63  00 

00  00 

00  00 

19  50 

3 00  1 

! 

H.  N.  Marsh, 

4 

00  00 

61  60 

87  00 

] 

[ 

234  10 

Sarah  E.  Hubbard, 

5 

63  00 

63  00 

00  00 

16  50 

2 50  j 

t 

Minnie  Burleigl^ 

6 

00  00 

00  00 

90  00 

! 

235  00 

Sarah  Kenney, 

6 

63  00 

63  00 

90  00 

12  00 

3 00  1 

1 

231  00 

7 

No 

school. 

j 

Mary  F.  Woods, 

8 

03  00 

50  40 

102  60 

15  25 

3 50  1 

1 

234  76 

Sarah  A.  Buxton, 

y 

51  34 

00  00 

00  00 

1 75 

j 

63  09 

Cynthia  M.  Draper, 

10 

72  00 

72  00 

00  00 

12  00 

3 00  1 

1 

Kuth  11.  Corlis, 

10 

00  00 

00  00 

96  00 

j 

265  00 

$577  84 

$512  50 

$756  60 

$136  49 

$40  00 

$2,023  43 

FOR  OTHER  EXPENSES  FOR  SCHOOLS. 


Paid  Parmenter  & Walker,  for  crayons,  $7  50 

Ginn  Brothers,  for  music  books,  5 70 

G.  & C.  Merriain,  for  dictionary,  9 00 

L.  Prang  & Co.,  for  drawing  books,  6 90 

Joseph  L.  Woods,  for  books  furnished  for 

teachers*  desks,  3 56 

Joseph  L.  Woods,  for  books  furnished  to 

pupils,  11  99 
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Paid  Joseph  Xi.  Woods,  for  two  bottles  of  iok, 
for  schools  Nos.  1 and  3, 

Joseph  L.  Woods,  for  brooms,  paper  and 
other  supplies, 

Ellen  P.  Shaw,  supplies  for  schools, 

J.  T.  Brown,  supplies  for  schools, 


$2  00 

9 35 
1 35 

GO—  $57  95 


Total  amount  paid, 


$2,081  38 


From  this,  deduct  the  amount  due  for  schooling 
children  from  Monson, 

For  schooling  children  from  Palmer, 


$18  88 

24  35—  $43  23 


And  we  find  the  cost  for  resident  pupils  to  be, 


$2,038  15 


Appropriation  for  schools,  $1,800  00 

Town  proportion  of  school  fund,  233  47— $2,033  47 


$4  68 

FOR  REPAIRS  OF  SCHOOL-HOUSES. 


, George  II.  Upham,  repairs. 

$5 

35 

C.  Scarborough,  repairs  No.  2, 

16 

88 

David  A,  Shaw, 

9 

75 

William  H.  Lumbard,  repairs  No.  10, 

5 

15 

Daniel  Haynes,  repairs  No.  9, 

2 

00 

Abraham  Charles,  repairs  No.  2, 

2 

00 

Ward  & Nichols,  stove  pipe. 

7 

89 

G.  H.  Upham, 

2 

30 

J.  L.  Woods, 

4 

48 

Cummings  & Conant,  stove  for  No.  3, 

12 

20 

James  N.  Buxton,  No.  3, 

10 

80 

G.  H.  Upham, 

1 

75 

J.  T.  Brown, 

86 

D.,W*  Shepard  & Co.,  for  two  chairs. 

1 

75 

$83  16 
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FOR  SUPPORT  OF  PAUPERS. 


1876. 


Mar. 

29,  Paid  J.  F.  Lumbard,  removing  Du- 

rant  family, 

$5  00 

April 

3, 

George  Baoon,  for  coffin  for 

Wicker, 

11  00 

April 

3. 

George  Bacon,  for  coffin  for 

Barnes  child, 

6 25 

April 

3, 

A.  Andrews,  for  Foskett  family, 

5 63 

April 

3, 

N.  S.  Hubbard,  for  Barnes 

family, 

22  50 

April 

3, 

Lydia  B.  Hubbard, 

26  00 

May 

1, 

Worcester  Hospital,  for  A.  J. 

Hooker, 

45  00 

May 

1. 

H.  V.  Crosby,  on  account  H. 

Nichols  and  wife. 

32  00 

May 

1, 

Ezra  Greenlcaf,  balance  salary, 

191  39 

Aug. 

7, 

Northampton  Hospital,  on  ac- 

count F.  Blashfield, 

32  90 

Jan. 

1, 

E.  Fenton,  for  support  of  Mrs. 

Works  and  child. 

10  00 

1877. 

Jan. 

1, 

George  Bacon,  for  coffin  and 

shroud. 

17  00 

Feb. 

6, 

Alonzo  Allen,  for  aid  to  Mrs. 

Phelps, 

3 50 

Mar. 

5, 

Worcester  Hospital,  for  A.  J. 

Hooker, 

46  40 

Mar. 

5,  • 

A.  L.  Converse,  money  paid 

Overseers  Poor, 

643  53 

Mar. 

5, 

George  Bacon,  coffin  and  shroud 

for  Blair, 

16  50 

Mar. 

10, 

George  Bacon,  for  bill  paid  by 

him. 

21  90 

Mar. 

10, 

Northampton  Hospital,  for  F. 

Blashfield, 

41  50 

Mar. 

10, 

Worcester  Hospital,  for  A.  J. 

Hooker, 

51  24 

$1,229  24 


2B 
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FOR  MISCELLANEOUS  EXPENSES. 

1876. 


Mar. 

29,  Paid  G.  II.  Upham,  on  account  drain, 

S2  00 

April 

William  H.  Sherman,  scraper, 

5 00 

April 

3, 

A.  L.  Converse,  postage,  &c., 

4 00 

May 

1, 

S.  S.  Livermore,  for  rino^ing 

bell, 

41  66 

May 

1, 

Morris  & Copeland,  legal  ad- 

vice, 

13  00 

June 

5, 

Clark  W.  Bryan  & Co.,  print- 

ing reports, 

78  00 

June 

5, 

A.  C.  Bennett,  repairing  scraper. 

6 40 

July 

3, 

G.  II.  Upham,  painting  monu- 

ment fence, 

18  27 

Sept. 

4, 

J.  H.  Goodhue,  printing  tax 

bills, 

3 25 

1877. 

Jan. 

1, 

G.  II.  Upham,  for  dust-pan, 

25 

Jan. 

1, 

George  Bacon, work  in  cemetery. 

3 45 

Feb. 

5, 

Estate  of  P.  W.  Paige,  for 

ringing  bell, 

8 34 

Mar. 

5, 

J.  T.  Brown,  rent  room,  &c., 

26  30 

Mar. 

10, 

First  Parish,  rent  of  hall. 

50  00 

Mar. 

17, 

A.  L.  Converse,  insurance 

school-house  No.  1, 

67  50 

Mar. 

17, 

A.  L.  Converse,  legal  advice,  , 

stationery,  postage, 

8 00 

S335  42 


APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  THE  FOREGOING. 


Payments. 

For  repair  of  highways. 

$1,500  00 

$1,245  92 

Support  of  bridges, 

100  00 

331  99 

Snow  paths. 

200  00 

619  56 

Support  of  schools,  Town, 

$1,800; 

school  fund,  $233.47, 

2,033  47 

2,081  38 

Repair  of  school-houses. 

100  00 

83  16 

Support  of  paupers. 

1,000  00 

1,229  24 

Officers,  salaries. 

400  00 

392  55 

11 


Miscellaneous  expenses, 
Discount  on  taxes, 
Unusual  expenses, 

$300  00  $335  42 
350  00  255  G3 
150  00  197  80 

Total  appropriations, 

$G,133  47  $G,772  65 
6,133  47 

Excess  over  appropriations, 

$63j  18 

COLLECTOKS  REPORT, 


1876. 

Mar.  15,  To  balanco  certificate  of  1875,  uncol- 


lected. 

, $20^6  31 

Amount  of  interest  collected. 

16 

31 

$222 

62 

Apr.  11, 

By  paid  Town  Treasurer, 

S106  31 

Nov.  10, 

Paid  Town  Treasurer, 

100 

00 

1877. 
Feb.  7, 

Paid  Town  Treasurer, 

16 

31 

$222 

62 

Town  tax  for  1876, 

$6,371 

65 

Aug.  9,  Paid  Town  Treasurer, 

$300 

00 

Aug.  10, 

Town  Treasurer, 

130 

00 

Aug.  14, 

Town  Treasurer, 

70 

00 

Aug.  25, 

Town  Treasurer, 

400 

00 

Aug.  26, 

Town  Treasurer, 

200 

00 

Aug.  31, 

Town  Treasurer, 

525 

00 

Sept.  1, 

Town  Treasurer, 

200 

00 

County  tax, 

613 

23 

Discount  allowed  on  above  at 

6 per  cent. 

155 

63 

Oct.  5, 

Paid  Town  Treasurer, 

100 

00 

Nov.  4, 

Town  Treasurer, 

175 

00 

Nov.  10, 

Town  Treasurer, 

175 

00 

Nov.  24, 

Town  Treasurer, 

125 

00 

Dec.  7, 

Town  Treasurer, 

150 

00 

Dec.  14, 

Town  Treasurer, 

125 

00 

Dec.  19, 

Town  Treasurer, 

200 

00 

Dec.  23, 

Town  Treasurer, 

200 

00 

Dec.  26, 

Town  Treasurer, 

250 

00 
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Dec.  28,  Paid  Town  Treasurer, 

$275  00 

Dec.  30,  Town  Treasurer, 

300  00 

1877. 

Jan.  1,  Town  Treasurer, 

325  12 

Discount  allowed  on  above  at 

4 per  cent. 

100  00 

Jan.  17,  Paid  Town  Treasurer, 

100  00 

Mar.  1,  Town  Treasurer, 

250  00 

Mar.  3,  Town  Treasurer, 

150  00 

Mar.  17,  Town  Treasurer, 

150  00 

Balance,  being  amount  of  cer- 

tificate  of  1876,  uncol- 

lected, 

627  67 

$6,371 

65 

Inventory  of  personal  property  at  almshouse,  March  10, 

1877. 

1 horse. 

$100  00 

1 yoke  oxen, 

175  00 

7 cows. 

250  00 

2 farrow  cows, 

40  00 

5 heifers, 

140  00 

1 yearling, 

8 00 

20  hens,  1 turkey. 

10  00 

4 shoats,  700  lbs.. 

56  00 

3 pigs,  at  S4.50, 

13  50 

11  tons  English  hay,  at  $15, 

165  00 

tons  meadow  hay,  at  $5, 

27  50 

1 ton  rye  straw. 

12  00 

J ton  oat  straw, 

2 50 

15  bushels  corn,  at  70  cents, 

10  50 

8 bushels  buckwheat. 

6 00 

10  bushels  oats, 

4 00 

150  lbs.  meat. 

2 00 

Farming  tools  and  wood, 

267  95 

Provisions, 

187  35 

Household  furniture. 

232  86 

$1,710 

16 

Amount  of  inventory,  March  9,  1876, 

1,689 

49 

DiTercncc, 

• 

$20  67 

OVERSEERS  OE  POOR. 


1876. 
March  9, 


1877. 
March  10, 


In  account  with  the  Town  of  Brimfield. 

Dr. 

To  Poor  Farm  as  appraised  March 

0,  187G,  $4,300  00 

Livestock,  as  appraised  March 

9,  187G,  737  00 

Hay  and  grain,  as  appraised 

March,  9,  187G,  2o8  97 

Farming  tools  and  wood,  as  ap- 
praised March,  9,  1876,  290  95 

Provisions,  as  appraised  March 

9,  187G,  171  G5 

Household  furniture,  as  ap- 
praised March  9,  1876,  232  8G 

To  one  year  interest  on  above 

amount,  359  48 

Paid  Worcester  hospital  for 

A.  J.  Hooker,  188  86 

Paid  Northampton  Hospital 

for  F.  Blashfield,  . 78  40 

Paid  for  support  of  Horace 

Nichols  and  wife,  43  44 

Paid  for  support  of  Barnes  » 

family,  143  80 

Paid  Dr.  Warren  for  attend- 

• ance  on  Wicker,  3 50 
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Paid  expenses  of  Geo.  Need- 
ham to  asylum,  $13  02 

Paid  town  of  Wilbraham  for 

Colgrove  family,  18  24 

Paid  for  support  of  Edward 

Clark  at  Reform  School,  8 00 

Paid  Ansel  Holbrook  for  sup- 
port of  Chas.  Blair,  15  00 

Paid  J.  T.  Brown,  balance 

account,  18  31 

Paid  cash  advanced  by  the 

town,  355  00 

Paid  for  CofiSn,  etc.,  for  Ken- 

field,  25  00 

Paid  for  coffin,  etc,  for  Wicker,  11  00 

Paid  E.  Fenton  for  support  of 

Mrs.  Works,  10  00 

Paid  for  coffin  and  shroud  for 

Charles  Blair,  IG  50 

Paid  Dr.  Chamberlain  for 
medical  attendance,  Mrs. 

Ryder,  1 75 

Paid  Dr.  Chamberlain  for 
medical  attendance,  Mrs. 

Works,  6 00 

Paid  Dr.  Chamberlain,  for 
medical  attendance,  for 
Mrs.  Durant,  3 00 

Paid  John  F.  Lumbard,  wood 

for  Mrs.  Durant,  3 65 

Paid  expense  of  getting  coffin 

for  Mrs.  Tucker,  2 50 

Paid  balance  due  B.  G.  Web- 
ster as  warden,  315  33 


$7,631  21 
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OVERSEER  POOR. 

1877.  Or. 

March  10,  By  Poor  Farm  as  appraised  this 

day,  $4,300  00 

Live  stock  as  appraised  this  day,  792  00 
Hay  and  grain  as  appraised 
this  day, 

Provisions  as  appraised  this 
day, 

Farming  tools  and  wood  as  ap- 
praised this  day. 

Household  furniture  as  ap- 
praised this  day, 

Cash  received  of  North  Brook- 
field, for  Barnes  family, 

Due  from  O.  A.  Blashfield, 

State,  for  burial  of  Wicker, 

Cash  received  of  0.  Ken  field. 

Balance,  being  the  amount 
it  has  cost  the  town  to 
support  their  poor  the 
past  year,  1,357,  05 

$7,631  21 

From  this  balance,  $1,357  05 


^Deduct  the  expense  for  those 
out  of  the  almshouse,  viz  ; 


A.  J.  Hooker, 

$188 

86 

George  Needham, 

13 

02 

Edward  Clark, 

8 

00 

Horace  Nichols  and  wife. 

43 

44 

Mrs.  Colgrove  and  children. 

18 

24 

Charles  Blair, 

15 

00 

A.  Kenfield, 

15 

00 

$301  56 


244  30 

187  35 

267  95 

232  86 

143  80 
78  40 
17  50 
10  00 


Leaving  as  the  cost  for  those  at  the  almshouse. 


$1,055  49 


17 

Avera^o  number  at  almshouse,  7 8-13. 

Number  of  weeks*  board  furnished,  397  4-7. 
Cost  of  each  week’s  board,  $2,Co5-f . 

Cost  of  each  week’s  board  after  deducting  inter- 
est on  farm  and  stock,  $1.749 
8B 


TREASURER’S  REPORT, 


A.  L.  Converse,  in  account  with  town  of 

Brimfield. 

1876. 

Dr. 

Mar.  16, 

To  balance  settlement, 

$4,886  13 

Apr.  6, 

Cash  received  of  County  Treas- 

urer, dog  tax,  1875, 

73  57 

Apr.  11, 

Cash  received  of  Cheney  New- 

ton, certificate  1875, 

106  31 

June  5, 

Cash  received  of  N.  F.  Robin- 

son, drain  assessment. 

24  00 

June  20, 

Cash  received  of  No.  Brook- 

field, for  aid  to  Barnes, 

. 153  80 

June  21, 

Cash  received  of  State  Treas- 

urer, on  account  paupers, 

1 80 

Sept.  10, 

Cash  received  of  \V.  F.  Tar- 

bell,  interest  on  taxes. 

21  00 

Nov.  1, 

Cash  received  of  Chicopee 

Bank, 

500  00 

Nov.  1, 

Cash  received  of  Chicopee  for 

interest  on  $1,500,  to  date, 

31  34 

Dec.  4. 

Cash  received  State  Treasurer, 

Corporation  tax, 

69  52 

Dec.  13, 

Cash  received  Chicopee  Bank, 

balance  loan  and  interest. 

1,004  56 

Dec.  13, 

Cash  received  Chicopee  Bank, 

bank  tax, 

691  86 

Dec,  13, 

Cash  received  of  State  aid  re- 

imbursed, 

149  87 
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Nov.  10, 

Cash'  received  of  Cheney 

Newton,  Certificate,  1875, 

$100  00 

1877. 

JuD.  3, 

Cash  received  Town  Monson, 

for  schooling, 

34  56 

Jan.  13, 

Cash  received  Town  of  Palmer, 

for  schooling, 

38  06 

Jan.  25, 

Cash  received  of  State  Treas- 

urer,  proportion  school  fund, 

233  47 

Feb.  1, 

Cash  received  of  Cheney 

Newton,  interest  on  taxes, 

1875, 

16  31 

Feb.  22, 

Cash  received  of  County  Treas- 

urer,  dog  tax,  1876, 

107  22 

Mar.  5, 

Cash  received  of  town  of  Monson, 

for  schooling,  1874, 

37  48 

Mar.  6, 

Cash  received  of  State  Treas- 

urer,  corporation  tax, 

15  15 

Mar.  12, 

Cash  received  of  A.  Munroe, 

drain  assessment, 

48  00 

Cash  received  of  Cheney 

Newton,  certificate,  1876, 

4,875  12 

Mar.  17, 

Cash  received  of  George  Bacon, 

on  order  overpaid. 

17  00 

$13,236 

A, 

L.  Converse^  in  account  with  the  Town  of  Brimfield. 

1876. 

Ck. 

Apr.  8, 

By  paid  note  and  interest,  Mrs. 

Darius  Needham, 

$37  93 

Apr.  14, 

Deposit  Hampden  Savings 

Bank,  dog  fund. 

575  79 

Apr.  28, 

Loan  to  Chicopee  Bank  on 

call. 

1,500  00 

Nov.  1, 

Loaned  James  S.  Blair  on  note, 

500  00 

Dec.  4, 

Paid  State  tax. 

594  00 

Dec.  13, 

Deposit  in  Springfield  Insti- 

tution for  Savings, 

1,004  56 
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Dec.  13,  Tax  in  town  of  Wales,  $2  27 

Paid  orders  for  repairs  of 

highways,  1,245  92 

Paid  orders  for  support  of 

bridges,  331  99 

Paid  orders  for  snow  paths,  G19  56 

Paid  orders  for  support  of 

schools,  2,083  13 

Paid  orders  for  repairs  of 

school-houses,  81  41 

Paid  orders  for  support  of 

paupers,  1,229  24 

Paid  orders  for  officers’  sala- 
ries, 392  55 

Paid  orders  for  miscellaneous 

purposes,  335  42 

Pair  order  for  unusual  ex- 
penses, 197  80 

Paid  orders  for  abatement  of 

taxes,  43  20 


Balance  cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  2,461  36 

$13,236  13 

LIABILITIES  OF  THE  TOWN. 

1877. 


March  17,  Due  for  ringing  hell  May  1, 

CO 

33 

Worcester  Hospital,  April  1, 

45 

00 

For  dog  fund  not  appropriated. 

709 

19 

Sumner  Parker,  for  money  paid 

Peter  0.  Day  and  Horace 

Nichols, 

20 

00 

Sumner  Parker,  for  services  as 

1 Overseer,  estimated, 

27 

00 

Bev.  AV.  K.  Pierce,  services  on 

School  Committee, 

25 

00 

Rev.W.  K.  Pierce,  for  hills  paid, 

5 

00 

Joseph  L.  Woods,  services  as 

School  Committee, 

45 

00 

Joseph  L.  Woods,  for  bills  paid, 

5 

00 

21 


March  17,  Duo  N.  S.  Hubbard,  for  services  as 

Selectman,  $13  00 

For  support  of  Mrs.  Lydia  B. 

Hubbard,  52  00 

Cheney  Newton,  for  collecting 

taxes,  50  00 

B.  G.  Webster,  balance  salary,  315  33 

City  of  Springfield,  for  aid  to 

Mrs.  S.  L.  Whiting,  20  97 

City  of  Springfield,  for  aid  to 

Ellen  Grace,  estimated,  15  00 

For  other  bills  not  reported,  es- 
timated, 100  00 

Balance,  being  the  amount  of  as- 
sets over  all  known  liabil- 
ities, 4,044  55 

$5,532  37 


ASSETS. 


Cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer, 

$2,461 

36 

Deposit  in  Hampden  Savings  Bank, 

GOl 

97 

Deposit  in  Institution  for  Savings, 

1,004 

56 

Due  on  note  of  James  S.  Blair, 

512 

50 

Due  from  State,  aid  to  families  of  soldiers. 

86 

00 

Due  from  State,  on  pauper  account, 

17 

50 

Due  from  0.  A.  Blashfield, 

78 

40 

Due  from  town  of  Monson,  for  schooling. 

18 

88 

Due  from  town  of  Palmer,  for  schooling. 

24 

85 

Due  for  taxes  uncollected. 

627 

67 

Cash  in  book  agency. 

49 

36 

Books  on  hand,  ^ 

52 

82 

Submitted  by 


HENRY  F.  BROWN,  ) 

ORUS  E.  PARKER,  \ Auditing  Committee. 
OSCAR  F.  BROWN,) 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OP  THE 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE, 

OP  THE 

TOWN  OE  BRIMFIELD, 


FOE  THE 


Tear  Ending  Marcli,  1877. 


SPRINGFIELD,  MASS.: 

CLARK  W.  BRYAN  & COMPANY,  PRINTERS. 
1 8 77. 
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SCHOOL  REPORT. 




The  Committee  submit  the  following  report ; 

Tlie  town  has  supported  nine  schools ; eight  for  thirty 
weeks,  and  one  for  eight  weeks.  There  has  been  no  school 
during  the  year  in  No.  7,  for  want  of  pupils. 

The  whole  number  of  pupils  attending  the  schools,  the  aver- 
age attendance,  and  the  average  age  of  pupils  for  the  year, 
are  as  follows : 


1 

Schools. 

Whole  No.  of 
Pupils  for  first 
Term. 

Second 

Term. 

Third 

Term. 

' £ 

. 

S - 3 
bi  sc,  S 

« K ..  3) 

Second 

Term. 

Third 

Term. 

1 

Average  Age 
of  Pupils  for 
the  year. 

No.  1. 

40 

28 

23 

35 

24 

21 

9 years. 

No.  2. 

28 

36 

27 

22 

27 

21 

8.7  years. 

No.  3. 

24 

26 

19 

18 

19 

13 

9.1  years. 

No.  4. 

10 

17 

16 

9 

15 

13 

10  years. 

No.  5. 

17 

17 

14 

16 

12 

12 

9.5  years. 

No.  G. 

23 

20 

25 

20 

16 

22 

11  years. 

No.  8. 

11 

11  . 

13 

9 

9 

10 

10  years. 

No.  9. 

9 

7 

8 years. 

No.  10. 

25 

23 

27 

22 

19 

21 

9.2  years. 

As  we  have  few  means  of  knowing  what  estimates  the  peo- 
ple of  the  town  put  upon  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the 
School  Committee,  we  deem  it  proper  to  express  our  own 
idea  of  them. 

The  law  requires  of  it  various  specific  duties,  such  as  select- 
ing and  contracting  with  teachers,  furnishing  supplies,  care  of 
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school  property,  preparing  a course  of  study,  making  reports, 
etc.  ; but  the  great  central  duty,  to  which  all  others  are  sub- 
sidiary, is  to  insist  that  the  children  of  the  town  shall  receive 
the  best  possible  mental  and  moral  training  consistent  with 
their  physical  well-being. 

If,  in  executing  our  convictions,  we  have  subjected  our- 
selves to  criticism,  it  is  simply  a misfortune. 

Recognizing  the  fiict  that  a school  is  usually  just  what  the 
teacher  makes  it,  we  have  selected  teachers  with  great  care, 
made  known  to  them  our  wishes,  and  have  co-operated  with 
them  in  their  efforts  to  secure  the  desired  results.  Our  rela- 
tions wdth  each  and  every  one  of  them  have  been  intimate  and 
friendly,  and  each  one  is  deserving  commendation  for  faithful 
and  conscientious  efforts. 

It  has  still  been  found  necessary  to  combat  the  fallacy^  that, 
because  one  can  read  well,  \vrite  well,  sing  well,  cipher  well, 
draw  well,  etc.,  that  she  can  teach  reading,  waiting,  singing, 
arithmetic,  and  drawing,  well.  Such  a person  can  tell,  can 
explain,  and  can  cram,  but  these  are  not  teaching.  The  edu- 
cational process  is  a purely  mental  one,  carried  on  wdiolly  in 
the  learner’s  mind ; the  teacher’s  proper  work  is  to  direct,  to 
stimulate,  and  to  guide  the  operations  of  the  mind. 

A knowledge  of  the  powers  and  operations  of  the  mind  has 
become  a science,  and  the  ability  to  direct  and  to  guide  such 
operations  is  an  art ; it  is  therefore  fallacious  to  assume  that 
there  is  any  necessary  connection  between  knowing  a subject, 
and  knowing  how  to  teach  it. 

Any  one  intimately  acquainted  with  the  details  of  educa- 
tional work,  will  find  two  distinct  classes  of  so-called  teachers, 
and  consequently  of  pupils.  The  first  class  may  be  well  edu- 
cated, in  short,  may  possess  many  or  all  the  natural  attributes 
supposed  to  be  necessary  for  becoming  successful  teachers, 
but  they  begin  by  asking  such  questions,  as.  What  is  a 
noun?  What  is  arithmetic?  What  is  a verb?  What  is 
reduction?  etc.,  and  the  better  part  of  their  pupils,  if  they 
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have  been  studious,  will  repeat  the  answers  as  found  in  the 
text-book,  but  there  is  no  certainty  that  they  have  gained  cor- 
rect ideas. 

Careful  examinations  of  a large  number  of  pupils  and 
teachers,  have  demonstrated  that  many  of  them  have  had  no 
conception  of  the  truth  supposed  to  be  expressed  in  the  lan- 
guage repeated. 

We  find  another  class  of  teachers  who  base  their  teaching 
(sometimes  unconsciously)  on  generally  accepted  psycholog- 
ical principles.  They  recognize  the  fact  that  an  all-wise  and 
beneficent  Creator  has  endowed  mankind  with  minds  capable 
of  infinite  culture  and  progress,  and  has  given  him  a body 
wdth  certain  organizations  adapted  to  convey  ideas  of  external 
objects  to  the  mind.  Thus,  the  eye  alone  can  make  us  con- 
scious of  light  or  color ; without  the  ear  we  could  never  have 
known  anything  of  sound  ; without  the  sense  of  smell  we 
could  never  have  enjoyed  the  fragrance  of  the  rose  or  have 
been  warned  of  the  deadly  miasma  ; but  He  never  gave  us  a 
language,  or  made  us  capable  of  receiving  a new  idea  through 
such  a medium  without  the  assistance  of  one  or  more  of  the 
senses.  They  are  conscious  of  the  fact  that  the  original 
sources  of  all  our  ideas  of  thinj^s  are  the  things  themselves, 
which  ideas  are  conveyed  to  the  mind  by  the  senses.  They 
lead  their  pupils  to  study  the  thing  and  not  the  language 
simply  that  may  describe  it — first  the  idea  or  the  thought, 
and  then  the  expression. 

No  definition  of  a noun  is  required  till  the  class  have  by  the 
study  of  words  learned  that  many  of  them  are  used  for  the 
same  purpose ; this  knowledge,  thus  gained,  is  then  classified, 
and  all  such  words  are  for  the  first  time  called  nouns. 

The  beginner  in  arithmetic  is  not  required  at  the  first  reci- 
tation to  define  arithmetic,  for  the  teacher  knows  that  a perfect 
definition  will  convey  no  meaning  to  him  ; and  the  teacher  also 
knows  that  the  pupil  will  learn  what  arithmetic  is  just  as  soon 
and  no  sooner  than  he  learns  arithmetic. 


28 


The  teacher  whom  we  now  contemplate  will  endeavor  to  lead 
pupils  to  seek  truth  through  the  operations  and  activities  of 
their  own  minds,  and  will  reluctantly  tell  them  anything  that 
they  can  discover  by  their  own  exertions. 

Such  a teacher  will  refuse  to  be  authority  where  an  act  of 
the  judgment  is  required,  when  the  pupil  has  the  same  means  of 
exercising  a correct  judgment ; he  will  by  appropriate  ques- 
tions or  otherwise  lead  the  pupil  to  discover  the  truth,  but  he 
will  not  refuse  him  the  right  or  the  opportunity  of  exercising 
a private  judgment. 

Such  a teacher  will  also  refuse  to  be  satisfied  with  his  own 
empirical  methods  of  teaching  without  comparing  them  and 
their  results  with  those  of  other  successful  teachers.  He  who 
never  learns  except  by  his  own  experience  will  never  have  a 
very  comprehensive  mind. 

We  must  -not  be  understood  in  any  sense  as  objecting  to 
the  use  of  text-books,  we  only  object  to  their  abuse.  Their 
use  must  follow  and  supplement  the  operations  of  the  senses, 
but  never  precede  or  supersede  them.  When  so  used  their 
value  can  hardly  be  over-estimated. 

The  above  remarks  become  more  significant  when  we  con- 
sider that  a great  change  has  taken  place  in  our  schools. 
Twenty-five  years  since,  a fair  proportion  of  pupils  of  fourteen, 
sixteen  or  eighteen  years  of  age  were  found  in  most  of  them, 
doinf?  grammar  school  work. 

Since  the  establishment  of  our  high  school,  most  of  our 
older  pupils  have  successfully  sought  admission  there,  and  the 
result  is,  that,  during  the  past  term,  not  over  a dozen  of  our 
pupils  have  been  able  to  do  distinctively  grammar  school  work, 
and  a majority  of  these  were  found  in  one  school. 

This  change  in  the  nature  of  our  schools,  and  the  great  im- 
provements that  have  been  made  and  adopted  in  the  best  pri- 
mary and  intermediate  schools  in  ourcountr}',  necessitate  a 
modification  of  our  traditional  methods  of  instruction.  At 
present  most  of  our  younger  pupils  are  unemployed  a large 
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part  of  the  time.  They  are  called  up  two  or  three  times  a 
day  to  read,  to  spell,  to  recite  in  numbers,  &c.,  and  then  are 
returned  to  their  seats  with  a vague  or  indefinite  idea  that 
they  should  study  their  books,  but  this  is  work  not  adapted  to 
their  natures ; they  soon  tire  and  become  listless  and  uneasy. 
One  little  fellow  said  lately  that  he  “ believed  that  even  the 
teacher  hated  learning.”  His  mother  had  previously  taught 
him  how  to  gratify  his  curiosity  for  knowledge  by  the  use  of 
natural  objects,  and  his  whole  nature  was  interested  and  he 
loved  it.  In  school  all  was  changed ; he  was  required  to 
study  books,  his  nature  rebelled  and  he  hated  them.  If  that 
boy  shall  become  a stupid  scholar,  to  which  should  we  attrib- 
ute the  cause,  the  " soil  ” or  the  ” culture”? 

It  has  been  said  that  there  is  " no  royal  road  to  learning,” 
but  there  is  a natural  one,  and  every  one  may  travel  it  if  prop- 
erly directed.  Just  in  proportion  as  we  shall  discover  the 
nature  of  the  child’s  capabilities,  and  his  needs,  and  shall 
adapt  ourselves  to  them,  shall  we  succeed  in  truly  educating 
him. 

We  would  call  attention  to  the  subject  of  reading  in  our 
schools.  It  is  all  important  that  the  pupil  should  begin  right. 
The  elementary  period  is  a vital  stage  of  education ; the  pri- 
mary work  must  be  correct.  The  host  of  poor  readers  with 
which  our  schools  are  filled,  is  the  harvest  of  wron<;  sowing:. 
A correct  start  would  have  easily  obviated  the  evil  that  later 
seems  so  fixed  and  stubborn. 

We  are  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  in  nearly,  if  not 
quite  all  of  our  schools,  the  word  method  of  teaching  primary 
reading  has  been  substituted  for  the  A,  B,  C,  method.  By 
the  new  process  the  pupil  is  taught  the  idea  first,  then  the 
word  representing  it,  then  the  letters  composing  the  word. 
There  is  nothing  arbitrary  about  this  process. 

It  is  philosophical.  It  has  been  carefully  tested,  and  is 
to-day  generally  approved  and  adopted. 

If  the  pupil  is  led  into  the  art  of  reading  in  such  a way 
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that  he  understands  and  feels  the  thouglit  of  what  he  reads, 
then  the  natural  expression,  the  right  inflection,  emphasis, 
tone,  etc.,  will  follow  necessarily. 

It  is  important  that  the  reading  matter  used  in  our  schools 
should  be  varied,  and  kept  constantly  fresh.  The  “ ^Monthly 
Header,”  by  John  L.  Shorey,  seems  to  meet  this  need.  It 
contains  sixteen  handsome  well-filled  pages,  and  is  offered 
for  the  Primary  Schools  at  the  low  rate  of  fiftj’’  cents  per 
copy. 

The  school-house  in  No.  2 needs  reshingling.  The  walls 
have  been  repaired,  and  are  now  in  better  condition  than  for 
some  years,  but  the  seats  and  desks  are  very  poor,  inconven- 
ient, and  uncomfortable.  It  must  be  anything  but  agreeable 
to  be  obliged  to  occupy  them ; if  modern  and  comfortable 
seats  and  desks  were  put  in,  they  would  be  a present  comfort, 
and  they  could  readily  be  removed  to  another  room  when  de- 
sired. 

The  school-houses  in  Nos.  5,  G,  8,  and  10,  need  a single 
coat  of  paint  to  protect  that  already  on  and  now  rapidly  wast- 
ing. 

We  believe  it  good  economy  to  make  these  improvements 
at  once,  and  respectfully  ask  that  appropriations  be  made  for 
that  purpose. 

During  the  year  efforts  have  been  made  to  introduce  the 
study  of  drawing  and  vocal  music  into  the  schools.  It  is  too 
late  to  argue  in  favor  of  these  helps  to  a good  education. 

In  some  schools  all  has  been  accomplished  that  could  have 
been  expected,  in  others  less  has  been  done,  but  general  re- 
sults have  proved  that  nothing  is  required  to  insure  success 
but  skillful  teaching  and  more  eflScient  helps.  With  a better 
appreciation  of  the  work  to  be  done,  and  a better  prepara- 
tion for  doing  it,  we  confidently  predict  satisfactory  success. 
We  have  found  it  as  difficult  to  introduce  a new  and  useful 
educational  process,  as  it  is  to  discontinue  an  old  and  useless 


one. 
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The  nppropriation  for  school  purposes  has  been  about  suffi- 
cient, with  the  closest  economy,  to  defray  their  usual  expenses  ; 
but  to  assist  and  properly  to  utilize  and  supplement  our  school 
work,  two  things  are  greatly  needed.  First,  some  apparatus 
and  reference  books  to  be  used  in  the  school-room,  and  second, 
a general  town  library  to  be  used  out  of  it. 

To  secure  the  first,  we  have  very  limited  resources.  Feel- 
ing so  keenly  the  need  of  such  helps,  we  respectfully  ask  that 
the  small  sum  that  we  may  yearly  collect  from  other  towns  for 
schooling  a few  of  their  pupils,  may,  by  vote  of  the  town,  bo 
placed  at  our  disposal,  for  the  purpose  named.  To  secure  the 
latter  the  town  has  the  power.  The  importance  of  a well- 
selected  library  as  an  educational  agent,  cannot  well  be  over- 
estimated. Few  parents  feel  able  to  buy  books  of  general 
reading  for  their  children  ; as  a result,  we  find  many  a pupil 
so  contracted  in  general  knowledge  that  to  him, 

“ The  visual  line  that  girt  him  round, 

(is)  The  world’s  extreme.” 

Between  such  pupils  and  those  who  have  had  better  means 
of  acquiring  information  there  is  usually  a wide  difference. 

We  hope  the  town  will  not  let  the  present  favorable  oppor- 
tunity pass  unimproved  to  secure  to  the  children  of  the  poorest 
families,  the  advantages  which  only  the  most  favored  can  now 
enjoy. 

” The  school  committee  shall  procure,  at  the  expense  of  the 
city  or  town,  a sufficient  supply  of  text-books  for  the  public 
schools  and  give  notice  where  they  may  be  obtained.  Said 
books  shall  be  furnished  to  the  pupils  at  such  prices  as  merely 
to  reimburse  the  expense  of  the  same.” — Chapter  38,  Sec,  29 
Gen.  Stat. 

In  accordance  with  the  above,  George  M.  Hitchcock  has 
been  appointed  agent  to  supply  text-books  at  his  store,  as  the 
law  directs. 
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The  schools  for  the  school  year  1877-8  will  commence  as 
follows : 


Spring  term,  April  23. 
Fall  term,  August  27. 
Winter  term,  December  3, 


ELLEN  P.  SHAW, 
JOSEPH  L.  WOODS, 
W.  K.  PEIRCE, 


School 

Commilleern 


Brimfield,  Mareh  29,  1877. 


